I

Welcome



Distinguished visitors, representatives of the Army, Air Force, Navy, and Marine Corps, representatives from our Ally Nations, ladies and gentlemen; on behalf of MG Dodgen, Commanding General US Army Aviation and Missile Command;  John Chapman, Director of the Integrated Materiel Management Center and myself welcome to this year’s IADS User’s Group Conference.

II

Conference Overview



This is the third IADS User’s Conference that we’ve had in the last four years.  We chose not to host a conference last year since we were already committed to sponsoring the 11th annual AIA/Tri-Service Publications Conference.  We’re pleased with the number of our Army Customers that are attending this year’s conference.  IADS of course has it origins in the original Army Missile Command CALS initiative.  Since those formative days in the late 1980’s our customer base has grown to include every Uniformed Service in the DoD and across the private sector that supports our programs and systems.  In addition, the IADS software is in use in support of several systems in our Ally’s defense programs.  Again, I’d like to welcome the representatives from all of these elements of our customer base and thank you for attending this conference.

III

Admin remarks



The schedule for this year’s conference is posted in a number of events posters placed around our conference rooms.  In addition, there is a bifold schedule of events in each of your registration packets.  I would like to note a change in the times for the Breakout session each day.  Today’s session with Gregg Geis on IADS Author will start at 1300 rather than 1330 and will be held in the 42nd Street Conference Room across the hall .  Wednesday’s session with Steve Mowery on RPSTL will begin at 1000 and will be held in Wall Street Conference Room.  Thursday’s session with Kim Jesse on Iquest will also be in the Wall Street Conference Room and will begin at 0900.



Breaks are scheduled between each session in attempt to ease the transition between speakers and to ease the pain from three full days of sitting through the presentations.  This time will also allow speakers a little more latitude in the timing for their presentations.


Facilities are across the hall between the Wall Street and 42nd Street conference rooms.  There are additional facilities near Hoppers.  This tear we’re pleased to have a Hospitality Suite hosted by Intergraph.  This is the first time we’ve had a formal after-hours social event and look forward to another opportunity for folks to talk to one another about their programs and their IADS implementations.  The Social will begin at 1700 hours Wednesday night in the Wall Street Conference room.  As noted in the schedule heavy hors d’eovres will be served and a cash bar will be on hand as well.   



Since the conference is already underway, it’s probably a little late to talk about any kind of a dress code in an attempt to get comfortable we don’t have expectations of  anything more rigorous than business casual.  Our speakers and exhibitors may fell more comfortable in more formal attire, but casual is going to be the norm.  


Speaking of exhibitors, we have 7 booths and exhibits in the break room to the back of this conference room.  Breaks will be served in the exhibit area and attendees are encouraged to spend some time talking to the folks who are exhibiting.  The booth area will be open during regular sessions hours and will also be open during the Hospitality suite hours.

IV

Opening Remarks

The concept for this conference is that of an open dialog between customers, users, and IADS service providers.  We (Team IADS) hope to not only provide information directly to you through the presentations, but also hope that you’ll take the opportunity to talk to your fellow IADS users during the breaks and social events as well.  As a community we all sometimes feel relatively isolated in our own unique IADS implementations.  This is an opportunity to see how other approaches, other integrations, and other ideas work within the IADS environment.

In a necessary break with tradition our keynote address is in the middle of the conference.  LTC Steven Karl had a conflict and is unable to attend today’s session, but will fly in tomorrow and his presentation on the G-4 and IETMs will be Wednesday at  1425.  The G-4 office – formerly known as the Deputy Chief of Staff Logistics (DCSLOG) is making a concerted effort to coordinate and actually fund IETM processes within the Army.  LTC Karl has been tasked with this effort and has been effective in the job of cat herder for the Army’s varied IETM implementations. 

I’d like to thank each of you for being here and I’d especially like to thank our exhibitors and Intergraph for their sponsorship of the Hospitality Suite.  

And with that I’d like to formally open the Conference by introducing our first speaker Al Oswald with an IADS overview.  

Thank you again.    

